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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Pt has persistent URI symptoms 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 
 
Plain and post contrast studies are available for review.  
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The nasal cavities are partially filled with fluid attenuating material consistent with mucosal 
thickening and secretions. The nasal septum is in midline; the nasal turbinates are preserved 
bilaterally with no evidence of turbinate lysis or aggressive bone destruction. 
 
The frontal sinuses present mild mucosal swelling and mild chronic hyperostosis. No focal mass 
lesion is identified within the nasal cavities or frontal sinuses.  
 
The cribriform plate is intact. 
 
Multiple dental extractions are present including teeth 104, 204 and 206. The extraction sites show 
expected post extraction changes. The hard palate is intact. Alveolar bone atrophy is noted, however 
there is no evidence of oral nasal fistulation or other abnormal communication between the oral and 
nasal cavities. 
 
Moderate thickening of the epithelial lining of the right external auditory meatus is present. The 
tympanic bullae are bilaterally aerated with normal wall thickness. The left external auditory meatus 
presents within normal limits.  
 
Mild bilateral submandibular and retropharyngeal lymphadenomegaly is noted. 
 
COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Chronic bilateral rhinosinusitis 
• Right-sided chronic otitis externa 
• Bilateral submandibular and retropharyngeal lymphadenomegaly 
• Post-multiple dental extractions without evidence of oral nasal fistula 

 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The CT findings are consistent with inflammatory upper respiratory tract disease involving both 
nasal cavities and both frontal sinuses. There is no evidence of destructive changes, and no discrete 
mass is seen. 
 
The lymphadenomegaly is compatible with reactive changes secondary to chronic inflammation or 
infection.  
 
Dental disease does not currently appear to be contributing to the nasal pathology.  
 
The right-sided otitis externa represents a concurrent but separate inflammatory process with no 
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evidence of extension into the middle ear. 
 
The overall findings support chronic inflammatory or infectious etiology as the cause of the 
persistent upper respiratory signs such as viral, bacterial, lymphoplasmacytic or allergic. Medical 
management for chronic rhinitis and sinusitis including consideration of C/S testing is recommended. 
Otoscopic examination and appropriate treatment of the right-sided otitis externa should be 
considered as well. Monitor lymph node size and consider FNA of the lymph nodes if 
lymphadenomegaly progresses. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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